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Hello, and welcome to Fairfield University’s annual Model UN Conference! It is 

a pleasure to have so many devoted and dedicated high school students visit our 
university because they deeply care about the current issues our world faces. My name is 
Andrew Johnian. I am from Andover, Massachusetts – a town 20 miles north of Boston. I 
am currently a junior, majoring in Politics and minoring in Economics and American 
Studies. Following my education at Fairfield, I aspire to attend graduate school, however 
I am uncertain as to whether I will pursue an advanced degree in law, public 
administration or another field as I am currently aiming to take on a career as a lawyer, 
politician or serve in the American intelligence community.  
 I have a wide variety of hobbies ranging from sports, to music, to landscaping and 
of course my avid consumption of news and current events. All of these hobbies are 
important to me because they define who I am as an individual. As you continue your 
high school education and begin to set life goals for yourself, it is important to be well 
rounded person who has a strong moral compass and a person who pursues a life that it is 
fulfilling, rewarding and cohesive with your strengths and passion.  
 I have been fortunate enough to continue my interests in these hobbies at Fairfield 
despite the countless hours of studying and hard work. My favorite thing about Fairfield 
is the willingness of the faculty to extend their knowledge and help to those who seek 
guidance. I am grateful to say that the faculty at Fairfield is passionate about their fields 
of expertise and they always have the students’ interests at heart. Aside from academics, 
Fairfield boasts many other qualities. Among these, is the school’s proximity to a 
beautiful downtown that is composed of stores, restaurants and much more. One of my 
favorite dinner venues that I suggest you visit is Archie Moore’s located close to the 
railroad tracks in downtown Fairfield.  

Without further ado, I look forward to chairing the Committee on the Conflict in 
Egypt. I decided to pursue this project because of the historical and contemporary 
political significance it has, not only to the United States and Middle East, but also the 
entire world.  
 I was first introduced to Egyptian history when I was in elementary school, 
however the complexities that are present today have very little meaning with ancient 
Egyptian history with the exception of Egyptian-Israeli relations. That being said, I was 
introduced to contemporary Egyptian history when I was in high school, just like you! In 
my sophomore year of high school I was introduced to the decay and violence that was 
taking place in Egypt under the leadership of Hosni Mubarak. The following year the 
Arab Spring commenced as pro democracy demonstrators took to the streets and 
successfully overthrew Mubarak. Since the toppling of Mubarak, elections were held in 
which case Mohammed Morsi came into power as Egypt’s fifth president. Morsi’s tenure 
lasted a year before he was ousted by a military coup. Today Egypt is technically under 
the control of senior military officials and the conflict has had a number of ramifications 
with regards to the future of Egypt, peace in the Middle East, and American and Israeli 
relations. Because this topic is of the utmost concern in terms of the preservation of 
humanity through peace as outlined in the United Nations charter, I am very much 
interested in this subject. 
 I look forward to conducting the lively debates that are in the near future. Please 
feel free to speak up if you have any questions or concerns. Above all, I would encourage 



all delegates to participate as much as possible because the UN works best when there is 
transparency and a diversity of opinions.  
 Please do not forget that the deadline to submit position papers is on Monday, 
November 3, 2014. If you could please submit your position papers to my email 
(andrew.johnian@student.fairfield.edu), that would be greatly appreciated.  
 
 

Reasons for a Committee on the Conflict in Egypt 
 

 
 Following the collapse of Middle Eastern political systems during the Arab 
Spring of 2011, much of the region, including Egypt has since been faced with instability 
and turmoil. Many of the issues that have arisen under such tumultuous conditions 
include the spread of democracy, human rights, American and Israeli relations, the 
meaning of the Arab Spring as a political and social revolution and pathways for peace 
and systems of governance within Egypt. The committee was called into deliberation 
urgently following a week of bloodshed as demonstrators from across the political 
spectrum engaged in violence. The UN and the Arab League confirmed approximately 
1,200 casualties and upwards of 1,500 injuries. The violence is due to deteriorating 
tolerance amongst demonstrators that include moderate secularists on the left and the 
right, radical Islamist members of former president Mohammed Morsi’s Muslim 
Brotherhood party who are calling for a theocracy and the elimination of Israel as well as 
a military that is trying to maintain power and rule of law while also not trying to be too 
coercive in interfering with civil liberties. At the same time, the United States has looked 
weak in dealing with the crisis in terms of providing assistance and leaders such as 
Bashar Assad of Syria have taken advantage of the lack of accountability in the region by 
committing horrible acts against his people to maintain power. It is clear that the conflict 
in Egypt is one that is serious and is in imminent need of help through a collaboration of 
leaders whose goal is eliminate the conflict within political and religious factions while 
also keeping in mind regional and international consequences. 
 

General Overview and Background 
 
 The history between Egypt and Israel has been contentious for quite some time. 
Historical and biblical findings account for the enslavement of the Jewish people by the 
Egyptians. These historical disputes resonated far into the 20th century era of Egyptian-
Israeli politics. Following the assassination of Egyptian president Anwar Sadat in 1981, 
Hosni Mubarak came to power. Mubarak was a leader who worked to maintain warmer 
relations with both the Israeli government and with the American government. The Arab 
Spring of 2011, a political and social revolution that displayed the power of social media 
in mobilizing demonstrations, would disrupt these relationships as the Middle East region 
and Egyptians, specifically, wanted to change its leadership. Mubarak had been in power 
for 30 years and was described by many as an autocrat. He was said to have led a corrupt 
administration and to have abused human rights and civil liberties by throwing those who 
opposed his regime in prison and also subjected his own people to violence and 
oppression. Amid mounting pressure, Mubarak announced he would not seek reelection 



and gave power to the military. Mubarak is on trial for multiple corruption charges and 
the alleged killing of protestors. 
 Following this transfer of power, democratic elections were held and the leader of 
the radical Islamist party (the Muslim Brotherhood), Mohammed Morsi came to power in 
June of 2012. Morsi sought to establish a theocracy centered around Shari’a Law and 
many of politics were hostile to minority Coptic Christians in the country. Morsi refused 
to recognize the Holocaust and sought the destruction of Israel. There were worrying 
fears that another radical Islamist, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of Iran would serve as a 
potent ally. On July 3, 2013, Morsi was ousted from power at the hands of a military 
coup led by the Minister of Defense, General Abdel Fattah El-Sisi. The Obama 
administration had been supportive of the Morsi election as they deemed it legitimate and 
did not speak favorably of the military coup. At the same time, the coup was heralded by 
Israel as they viewed the elimination of Morsi from power as key to their security. 
Egyptian instability has emboldened leaders in the region such as Bashar Assad to quell 
the Arab Spring sentiments in his country by horrific means.  
 Since Morsi was ousted the country has been under military rule and presidential 
elections have commenced with El-Sisi viewed as the favorite of a less than desirable 
field of candidates. Regardless, mass protests and violence have continued under military 
rule. The moderates argue that the Islamists of the Muslim Brotherhood and Salafis are 
radical, backwards and oppressive and they also seek a constitutional government that 
protects rights and is free of military control – restoring power back into the hands of the 
people. The Islamists claim that Egypt must strongly affirm its commitment to Islam and 
especially form an identity that is being excessively eroded by Western influence. The 
military is wishing to provide stability amidst a transfer of power and they remain 
relatively skeptical of the electoral process and how order in the country will evolve in 
the time after the electoral process.  
 

Questions and Notions to Consider 
 

1.) Similarities and differences of Egyptian political factions 
2.) The role of religion in the region (Islam, Christianity, Judaism) 
3.) Is the Arab Spring a success or failure? If it is a success, how can positive reforms 

be protected and built upon? If it is a failure, what alternatives or lack of 
alternatives would constitute a responsible roadmap for the region?  

4.) What does a weak Egypt mean for Israel, America, Iran, Syria and the rest of the 
Middle East? 

5.) What can the UN do to intervene in order to alleviate the crisis while at the same 
time respect state sovereignty and recognize the importance of NGOs in helping 
to establish periods of relative peace? 

6.) To what degree should the West have influence in the region? 
7.) What is the history of Western involvement in the Middle East and North Africa? 
8.) What role can social media play in mobilizing political advocacy?  

 
 
 
 



 
Helpful Websites 

 
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2013/07/2013729182834978685.html 
 
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/views/news/middle-east/2014/06/11/Egypt-Palestine-and-
the-Islamists-lessons-from-Syria.html 

 
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/399387/Muslim-Brotherhood 
 
http://beforeitsnews.com/global-unrest/2013/07/obama-defends-morsi-and-muslim-
brotherhood-after-ouster-2455532.html 
 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/10777059/Syria-Bashar-al-
Assad-launching-chemical-weapons-attacks-with-chlorine.html 
 
http://www.washington.edu/news/2011/09/12/new-study-quantifies-use-of-social-media-
in-arab-spring/ 
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www.embraceme.org 
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summit2012.globalvoicesonline.org 

 
 
 

List of Positions 
 
 

1.)   General Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, President of Egypt 

2.)   Mohammed Morsi, former President of Egypt 

3.)   Ahmed Rahim – Egyptian secularist/moderate (made up) 



4.)   Abdul Azeem – Muslim Brotherhood (made up) 

5.)   General Abdul – Egyptian military (made up) 

6.)   Coptic Christian 

7.)   Muslim Imam 

8.)   Ayatollah Ali Khomeini, Supreme Leader of Iran 

9.)   Hassan Rouhani, President of Iran 

10.) Bashar al-Assad, President of Syira 

11.) Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel 
 

12.) Simon Peres, former President of Israel 
 
13.) Mahmoud Abbas, Chairman of the Palestinian Liberation Organization 
 
14.) Barack Obama, U.S. President 
 
15.) John Kerry, U.S. Secretary of State 
 
16.) Susan Rice, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
 
17.) Saudi Arabia (2) 
 
18.) Iraq (2) 
 
19.) Lebanon 
 
20.) Syrian Opposition (2) 
 
21.) Great Britain 
 
22.) France 
 
23.) Germany 
 
24.) Turkey (2) 
 
25.) Tunisia 
 



26.) Jordan (2) 
 
27.) Arab League (3) 
 
28.) Red Cross 
 
29.) Twitter 
 
30.) Facebook 
 
31.) ISIS (2) 

 
I would like to take this time to thank those involved for taking the initiative to 

intellectually challenge themselves outside of what is required in high school. I know that 
many of you are extremely busy with school, work, sports, dance, music, etc. and it is 
pleasurable to know that you care about the future of the world. I hope that the 
information listed above is of worthy assistance to you as you begin your research. Please 
feel free to email me if you have any questions or comments because I am more than 
willing to help. I am looking forward to this coming November and I hope to hear from 
you soon! 
 
Best Regards, 
Andrew Johnian 

 
 
 
 


